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Dates for your Diary
Selly Oak Festival Saturday,
June 23rd, 2018
Annual Walk-the Line
Saturday, September, 15, 2018
Meet at Scout Hut 12.00 Details to
follow.

Work Parties
Selly Oak Park/Harborne Wharf
Litter Pick
Usually meet 10.00 am at Scout Hut in
Selly Oak Park on the first Saturday of
each month

Report on AGM

Annual General Meeting of the Lapal
Canal Trust was held on Monday, 30th
October, 2017 at 7.30 pm in the new
Sense TouchBase Pears building in Selly
Oak, 750 Bristol Road South, B29 6NA
Chairman, Terry Stanton reported
(amongst other items)

1. The Committee has gradually
increased to 12 people and we are very
grateful for the continuing support of
IWA, BCNS and the WB&DCS. We seek
additional active committee members to
help us with marketing, IT and
fundraising tasks.
2. Also in May Terry assisted by Hugh
gave a talk to the Ellesmere Port Boat
Museum Society on the past and present
of the Lapal Canal
3. Terry concluded his report by saying
that due to continuing ill-health, he felt
he could not serve the Trust as Chairman
in the manner that he would like to. He
said it had been a great honour to serve
as Chairman and that he would continue
as a Director, but wished to resign as
Chairman.
4. This was accepted with regret and he
was thanked for all his work for the Trust
(with acclamation) Peter Fisher
proposed and Steve Bond seconded a
motion that he should remain as Acting
Chairman until the Committee had
considered the new situation. This was
agreed unanimously.
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5. Appointment of Company Secretary,
Change of Registered Addresses
6. Tony reported that we are required to
have a formal Company Secretary for
any legal agreements that we might
become part of. He had agreed to take
that position.
7. Our Registered address (a IWA Office
in Bucks) caused problems with
correspondence from Companies House.
Hugh had agreed that his home address
could be used as our Registered address.
Tony was changing this on all
documents.

New Directors
and Trustees
The following have been appointed
Directors and Trustees by the
Committee. Their appointments have to
be confirmed at the AGM in October,
2018 in accordance with our
Memorandum of Association, 1992 (and
Amendments of 2000)
Peter Fisher, Roy Burgess. David
Struckett, Denis Pike.

New General Data
Protection Regulation
(GDPR)
With the new General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) coming into force in
May, 2018 , this will require all who are
on any of my data lists (or those held by
other Officers of the Trust) to give
positive affirmation of their consent for
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their information to be held. (at present
this is not required: a person must opt
out if they so wish)
The email sent together with this issue
of “Lapal Link”to all those whose email
address we have at present, asks you to
reply, agreeing for your information to
be retained (and giving latest info)
A statement is included saying that it
would be your final email/
communication from us if you do not
reply.
A similar letter is enclosed with this
issue of “Lapal Link” to our post-only
contacts. Please return asap if you wish
to continue receiving communications
from us.
Please include your latest up to date
details i.e.
Name, address and postcode, e-mail
address, telephone number(s), and as
much as you know as to when you
joined the Trust, how you are paying
your membership fee,(DD,SO,PayPal,che
que, cash ?) type of membership (10yr ?,
full annual ?, reduced annual ?, family ?)
and when you last paid a fee/donation ?

IMPORTANT

To all members, non-members, exmembers, ex-Officers
If you have any databases/lists etc
relevant (now or in the past) to Lapal
Canal Trust, you must delete them from
all your devices (including USB, CD back
ups etc)
If you wish to retain such lists for
current usage, you must ensure that
those on your list have either given
consent directly to the Trust (i.e. to the
Secretary) or you must obtain their
consent yourself.

LATEST NEWS

Support From Our Partner Canal Societies.
Thanks to WB&DCS, IWA Birmingham, Black Country & Worcestershire Branch,
Coombeswood Canal Trust and BCNS for the support of their committee members.
Also for the financial support from IWA, and WB&DCS for printing the historical
booklet (copies available at £2 each) and donating the proceeds to the Trust.

Recent Volunteer Activity.

Two teams of volunteers have been busy since the Autumn. Roy Burgess arranges
the team in the Leasowes and has been making steady progress in litter picking,
clearing the scrub and small trees along the route, he is supported by several
organisations with an interest in seeing the canal restored, these include the
Halesowen Abbey Trust, the Coombeswood Canal Trust and the Leasowes Walled
Garden Volunteers.
In addition, there is support from the local canal societies IWA, WB&DCS and BCNS
as well as the Lapal Canal Trust.

In Selly Oak Peter Fisher arranged several work parties
to clear the scrub and to remove some soil. Some of
the work is overseen by Alex Jones (photo next page)
our archaeologist who produces reports to the Council
Heritage officer when we do major work.
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We are also very pleased to have the active help and support of local Councillor Dr
Andrew Hardie (below right).

Alex Jones inspecting the wall

Councillor Andrew Hardie helping Peter

Winter returned to Birmingham on the 18th of March. After rain we have 350m of
canal in water thanks to Peter and his volunteers who have been busy clearing over
the winter. Some parts are not very deep so quite a bit of extra work needed to
restore, but good to see that for this length the puddle clay lining is intact.

Photo 1

Map shows direction of camera
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Photo 2

Harborne Wharf from the Old Bridge

Helping the Community: ‘SENSE’
Lapal Canal Trust is keen to engage with
the local community and so we were
very pleased to have the opportunity to
help SENSE. SENSE is a national disability
charity that supports people with
complex communication needs to be
understood, connected and valued. The
new SENSE Touch Base Pears building
sits next to the junction where the
restored Dudley No2 Canal meets the
Worcester & Birmingham Canal and a
new ‘winding hole’ is planned in the
centre of Selly Oak for boats to turn.
When the new turning area is opened as
part of the Battery Site development it’s
expected that there will be regular trip
boats linking Selly Oak to Birmingham
City centre, taking only 55 minutes.
The SENSE car park entrance at Selly
Wharf is only some 15 metres from the
Worcester & Birmingham Canal, and
provides an easy route for disabled
people to have access to a narrowboat.
Recently the Lapal Canal Trust AGM was
held in the magnificent new SENSE
building. Also, we are grateful for
funding advice from Mankit Yau, Head of
Capital Appeal at SENSE with years of
successful experience.
Gill Morbey CEO of SENSE commented
“It’s a great experience and we were
very pleased to support the Lapal Canal
Trust and arrange for SENSE members to
have a boat trip to Birmingham
Convention Centre and return to the
new SENSE Touch Base Pears building in
Selly Oak.”
Good to see the marvelous work done
be Sense Carers.

Getting ready to board

Lunch Time

View From the Library

Brindley Place
Lapal Link



The Lapal Trust has a wonderful
opportunity to work together with
SENSE to give disabled people and their
carers a new experience of a boat trip to
Birmingham’s Brindley place, a chance to
visit the Symphony Hall, the Library and
other attractions in central Birmingham.
Once a month narrowboat ‘Ivy’ from
Gas Street Basin does the two-hour trip
from Selly Oak to Birmingham and back.
It is a beautiful stretch of canal even in
winter with a ‘Squirrel’ wood burning
stove keeping the boat warm inside. A
cup of tea and biscuits is provided on the
way there and a packed lunch for the
return journey to Selly Oak.
All the arrangements are managed by
Jon Fearn Activities Instructor and
Development Co-ordinator, and his team
of carers. A press release was issued to
cover the work we are doing.
Jon Fearn of Sense who makes the
arrangements commented “Certainly for
the deafblind adults we support, the
boat is proving itself to be a warm, safe
and cosy environment, that travels at a
gentle pace whilst retaining an
excitement about it that everyone is
responding to. It is a unique experience,
and a wonderful activity for those we
work with at Sense.”

4 inch Ice Stopped the Boat!
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Time For a Chat

Making The Tea

Another Party Ready to Board

Pretty Canal in Winter

‘Sense’ Carers
Helping
and Learning
to Steer

£10,000 Lottery Funding for a
Feasibility Study.
A press release was issued with our Chairman Terry commenting
“We are very pleased that the Heritage Lottery Fund has awarded a £10,000 grant
to the Lapal Canal Trust. The Feasibility Study/Action Plan will focus on our objective
to restore the first 1 ¾ miles of canal.”
Vanessa Harbar, Head of Heritage Lottery Fund West Midlands said: “We are
delighted to support this project, which, thanks to money raised by National Lottery
players, will mean that more people will be able to get involved with, protect, and
learn about the exciting heritage right on their doorstep.”

Vanessa Harbar: Head of
HLF West Midlands
Lapal Link



The study will build on the Atkins Feasibility Study for the whole route to Halesowen
in 2007 and the detailed design study of the route in Selly Oak Park in 2012. The study
will be carried out by Moss Naylor Young Ltd and will include an archaeological section
by AJ Archaeology and ground survey by Acivico Ltd’s Birmingham City Laboratories.

In addition to the £10,000 grant from the HLF the total estimated cost of £25,000 for
the Feasibility study will be met by a grant of £5000 from the G J W Turner Trust, with
grants also from the Henry James Sayer Charity, the Headley Trust and Lapal Canal
Trust members contribution.
The Study is expected to be completed in May 2018. In parallel the Lapal Canal Trust
has also commissioned Gifted Philanthropy fundraising consultants to produce an
Action Plan to raise the estimated £2m cost of the first two stages of just over half a
mile from the Birmingham to Worcester Canal across the Battery Site to the end of
Selly Oak Park.

Restoring the Dudley No 2 Canal across the
former Battery Site in Selly Oak

Since appointing Interserve as the main contractor in the summer of 2017 the Harvest
Partnership of Sainsbury’s and Landsec is making very good progress in developing the
Battery Site.
They have just started work on canal enabling works to allow the canal to cross the
site when it is reinstated and joins the Worcester & Birmingham Canal.
The original canal route was not economically viable, so a new 340m route running
alongside the edge of the new Selly Oak Shopping Park was agreed between the
Harvest Partnership and Birmingham City Council, with the Canal and River Trust
advising as statutory consultee. Prior to accepting the plans there was a period of
public consultation with illustrative reports, subject to detailed design development,
from consultants Glenn Howells showing how the scheme may look and from Mace
indicating a possible method of excavation when the development was completed.
(The reports are included as condition 95 of the planning permission ref 2013/02178/
PA). With a Section 106 agreement in place the route and the winding hole is
protected. Additionally, the developers are committed to spend £2,907,000 on “Canal
Enabling Works”.
The canal work includes amongst other things the bridge over the Worcester &
Birmingham Canal, sheet metal piling both sides of the canal and the winding hole,
and a concrete undercroft allowing the canal to pass underneath Sainsbury’s goods
delivery yard. Included in the £2.9m is a sum of £500k as a contribution to a “canal
10
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Drawing submitted as part of Lapal Canal Trust Planning Applications
2017 02943 PA and 07900 PA

procurement entity”
to complete the
“canal delivery
works”, which
include removing
the soil from
between the sheet
metal piling and the
winding hole (for
boats to turn and
enter the canal),
lowering the
services under the
tow path, replacing
a section of the tow
path with a swing
bridge at the
junction with the
Worcester &
Birmingham Canal,
and any other item
to complete the
canal.
The development
includes a very large

Sainsbury’s store, several smaller shop units, and
an 18-storey student accommodation tower.
Thanks to Landsec / Interserve for providing the
photos recording the rapid progress being made
on the site, regular updates are promised and will
appear on www.facebook.com/lapalcanaltrust.
A temporary bridge over the Worcester &
Birmingham canal has been built between the
offices and the main site.
Above right and below: Work on temporary bridge over the canal and Sainsbury’s store
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Design of Goodman’s Yard.

Landsec design for Goodman’s Yard is shown below, disappointingly we
failed to get enough support for our alternative solution of a simpler disabled
access ramp. We have requested adjustment to the winding hole to include
the basin shown in the 1828 drawing as well as a slight change to make it
easier for boats to enter and exit the restored canal.

Discussion with Landsec
We are grateful to Landsec Director Chris Fleetwood for meeting with the Lapal
Canal Trust every few weeks to discuss details of the canal. Landsec has kindly
agreed to place the sheet metal piling 9m apart along the route of the canal so that
we have room for 6 residential moorings to provide revenue for canal maintenance.
Unfortunately, Landsec want to leave an additional 3000 cubic metres of soil on top
of the canal for a greenway. When we convert the greenway into a canal we will
have the cost of removing the additional soil as well as the soil in the canal trough.
12

Lapal Link

The path will also have to be rebuilt. Additional cost is estimated at around
£200,000. We are asking that Landsec should work to the illustrative report provided
in 2013 by Glenn Howells and Mace.. These reports were used by Landsec and
Sainsbury’s to explain and persuade the local councillors and community to accept
the two stage process as it would be easy to convert the greenway into a canal. We
are grateful to the Community Partnership for Selly Oak (CP4SO) and to Andy Street
the West Midlands Mayor for writing on our behalf to the Chief Executive of
Landsec asking that they keep to the wording and artist impressions in their reports

Before and after, only difference the earth removed and water added,
path remains the same

Below: Section showing the additional soil

Lapal Link

13

Fundraising

The Trust is planning to raise £2m which is the estimated cost of the first two stages,
completing the canal across the Battery site (340m) and along the North side of Selly Oak
Park (490m). To progress this we have employed a consultant to produce a feasibility report/
action plan and are establishing a fundraising Advisory Board. We plan to launch the appeal
in late spring.

Fundraising Consultants

The consultant appointed is Gifted Philanthropy from Leamington. Brief to provide advice on
raising £2m for the first two stages. Main consultants are:
Andrew Day (left) and Chris Goldie (right).
Excellent references from: Sarah Frankland,
Chief Executive, Canterbury Cathedral Trust.
Phillip Rothwell, Director of Development,
Warwick Independent Schools Foundation.
Jennifer Sheehy, Head of Fundraising, Treetops
Hospice Care Board.

Advisory Board

The Trust is establishing an advisory board of Influential People, they are not expected to be
directly involved with fundraising, their role to oversee, advise and to add credibility to our
campaign. The following have agreed to date, this task is proceeding, with a board of 10 to
12 planned....
John Hudson OBE. High Sherriff of West Midlands and 20 years Chairman of Birmingham
Airport.
Peter Mathews CMG. Chairman of West Midlands Waterways Partnership.
John Claughton. Retired Head Master of King Edwards School.
Steve McCabe. MP for Selly Oak Was a member of the All-Party Parliamentary Waterways
Group.
Laura Shoaf. Managing Director Transport West Midlands.
David Cox OBE. Bike West Midlands Network.
Traci Dix-Williams. CEO Dudley Canal & Tunnel Trust.
Beverley Neilsen. Director and Associate Professor. Institute for Design and Economic
Acceleration (IDEA), Birmingham City University.
Anthea McIntyre. MEP for the West Midlands.

History Booklet
John Hemingway and Tony Brannon of the
Worcester-Birmingham & Droitwich Canal Society
have kindly reproduced a 30 page souvenir
edition of a booklet originally printed by the
Lapal Trust over 25 years ago in October 1991.
Mainly compiled by Ken Turner its presented as
‘Cruising, walking and restoration guide’. It has
been reprinted and is available at a suggested
contribution of £2 with all the money donated to
the Dudley No 2 Canal restoration fund.
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Membership Application Form
(Regd Charity no: 1013845)

I / We wish to become members of the LAPAL CANAL TRUST
Name:...................................................................................................
Address:................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode................................
Phone No:...............................EmailAddress:......................................

GIFT AID:

As a registered charity the Trust is able to claim
gift aid from basic rate taxpayers
Please indicate if you are willing for us to do this:
YES / NO I AM / I AM NOT A BASIC RATE TAXPAYER

Membership Categories & Rates
(Please State Amount in the Appropriate Box)
TYPE
ANNUAL 10 YEAR
Adult
Family or Couple (inc. Children)
Pensioner/Junior/F. T. Student
Corporate

£12.00
£20
£6
£30

STATE

£108
£180
£54
£250

Signature:.........................................................................
I / We enclose full payment of £........................................
Please make cheques payable to: Lapal Canal Trust
and return this completed form and remittance to:
Dr Tony Whateley, LCT Membership Secretary,
285 Harborne Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3JB
email: membership@lapal.org ¦ Telephone 07751 100810

Payment can also be made via PayPal from our website www.lapalcanalproject.co.uk.

Please also send an email to: membership@lapal.org if you join or rejoin via PayPal.
Lapal Link
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Direct Debit: Please send me a direct debit/standing order mandate form: YES

I agree that the Lapal Canal Trust will hold membership details in accordance
with GDPR May 2018 and does not share this information with any other
organisation and may send me future communications. YES
The Lapal Canal Trust is a registered charity (no 1013845) and a non-profit
distributing company limited by guarantee, registered in England (no 2721675)
Registered office: 18 St Georges Close, Birmingham, B15 3TP.
Founded in 1990 for the conservation and restoration of the Dudley No. 2
Canal from Hawne Basin, Halesowen to Selly Oak

My Main Interests are:
Please tick relevant box / boxes
The Entire Lapal Canal
Western End (Halesowen)
Eastern Section (Selly Oak)
Angling
Boating
Conservation
Environment
History / Heritage History
Walking / Jogging / Cycling
If you can help with IT matters and Newsletters
then please contact membership@lapal,org

Website: www.lapal.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lapalcanaltrust
Twitter: @LapalCanalTrust

