Battery Site Landscaping Plan for Canal sides.
by Mary Green
(Mary is an enthusiastic ecologist, with a special interest in canal side plants and animals. She writes a
regular column for the Worcester Birmingham and Droitwich Canal Society magazine and the Village
magazine)
The restoration of the canal is an opportunity to have a wild life corridor as part of the development. The
aim of the planting is to re-create wildlife habitat, contributing to a corridor leading from the WorcesterBirmingham Canal to Selly Oak Park. It should also be attractive to users of the paths and canal. The plants
will be native English perennial wildflowers, shrubs and trees suitable to the clay soil. The planting will be
low-maintenance. The plants will be chosen to offer a high level of attractiveness to insects (including bees
and butterflies) throughout the year, so will include flowering times from early spring to late summer.
Nesting boxes for bats and birds will also be provided. The planting should encourage regeneration of the
soil, with permanent rooting systems, fungi and invertebrates, thus absorbing excess moisture in winter and
withstanding dry summer heat.
We expect to involve local community groups interested in wild life habitat, to include the Wild Life Trust,
Friends of Selly Oak Park, local Beekeepers Association, schools and colleges.
There are 5 main areas to be considered. The first two areas are managed by the site developer and we can
discuss possible solutions with the developer.

A Tow Path Side
1. Tow Path Verge
Between the tow path and the road there is a one metre wide strip of land approximately 70 metres long:
we would like to suggest that this is used for bushes and trees to do the best we can to maintain the canal
area as an area of relative tranquillity beside a busy car park. Shrubs and trees will be insect and birdfriendly and will be allowed to set berries and seeds after flowering. Woodland-edge/garden birds such as
robin, thrush, blackbird, blue-tit, great-tit, chiff-chaff and chaffinch should be attracted to them. Trees will
include hawthorn, blackthorn, elder and hazel. Spring flowering plants will be planted under the hedge. A

strip of mowable (grass/wildflower mixture) will edge the path. The mowable lawn seed recommended by
C&RT includes 6 grasses and 9 perennial short-growing wildflowers
2. Area by the side of the Petrol Station
This is 60 metres long and typically between 2 and 8 metres wide. This to be mainly grassed as an area for
sitting, with trees planted to help screen the Petrol Station. It will be a mowable “wildflower lawn” rather
than plain mown grass, with some patches of taller flowering plants. Trees will include native flowering
and fruiting trees such as wild cherry, cherry-plum, rowan and hazel, to attract insect and birds.
B Canal offside
The canal offside will be relatively undisturbed by the public, and offers to opportunity to encourage wild
life with the expectation of attracting insects and nesting birds, as noted above. A notice will put up on the
Tow path side to explain our objective.
3. Area next to Homebase car park
This area is separated from the Homebase car park by a hedge with a mixture of bushes and trees: many of
the trees are silver birches. Width varies from 5 to 10 metres with the hedge itself being up to 3 metres
wide. The strip is about 70 metres long. Spring flowering plants will be planted under the hedge, with the
rest of the strip planted with native perennial wildflowers suitable to partial shade.

Hedge in Winter

Summer view

4. Area behind Hammerson Service Yard
This is the largest area and is a triangle land of 700 sq metres with 80 metres of rather unattractive
concrete fence. It offers the most potential. The soil is mainly poor quality clay, but with care and careful
selection native plants should grow quickly to make this an attractive area for visitors to see and for the
wild life and plants we want to encourage to flourish. It is proposed to work with the local Bee Keepers
Association to have hives on this section.

View of unattractive concrete boundary fence

Hives in Selly Park from Beekeepers Association

The first task will be to use a variety of native shrubs such as hawthorn and holly and climbing plants such
as ivy, wild roses, honeysuckle and wild clematis to hide the concrete fence. The rest will be planted with
native perennial wildflowers, with access paths mown through. The grass/wildflower mix recommended by

the C&RT consists of 6 grasses and 19 perennial wildflower species. These and the shrubs will be highnectar plants.

Common Blue Butterfly, Stitchwort and Bluebell, and Blackthorn

Wild Cherry, and numerous wild flowers

Rowan, perennial wild flowers, hawthorn hedge

Hawthorn and Elder
5. Small isolated triangle of land.

A smaller triangle of land with 45 metres of concrete fencing surrounding 170 sq. metres of canal side
habitat. Again, we will want to hide the concrete fence and aim to have more flowering plants as in the

previous section. Because the canal is hard-edged, it will not have an aquatic fringe. We will discuss
lowering the hard edge as otherwise it is doubtful that many water-birds will nest here, but should be
attracted to visit the area from the main canal. These should include mallard, canada geese (which might
nest here), moorhens and coots. Other birds such as black-headed gulls and swallows may be attracted to
the water. Herons are expected to visit the area, as fish colonise it from the main canal.

Local Water birds found in Selly Oak – Coot, Heron and Moorhen,

Mallard and Canada Geese

