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Dates for your Diary
AGM:

October 30th 2017 at 7.30 pm in the
new Sense TouchBase Pears building in
Selly Oak, B29 6NA (Opposite
Sainsbury’s) Large Car park at the rear
(AGM papers also attached to this email
or enclosed with postal copy)

Work Parties

Leasowes Park
Litter Pick and ‘Scrub Bashing’
on canal bed.
Meet at 9.45 am at Leasowes Car park,
off Mucklow Hill, Halesowen
(Third Saturday of the month)
21st October
18th November
16th December
Selly Oak Park/Harborne Wharf
Litter Pick and ‘Scrub Bashing’
on canal bed.
Meet 10.00 am at Scout Hut in
Selly Oak Park
(First saturday of the month)
7th October
4th November
2nd December.

Latest News
Selly Oak End

Selly Oak Festival in June
A wonderful Selly Oak
Festival, big thanks to
Friends of Selly Oak Park for
the excellent arrangements
and crowds of people. We
would also like to thank our
own Trust Committee and in
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particular our partner the Worcester
Birmingham and Droitwich Canals
Society for help in preparing leaflets and
operating a very popular Lapal Canal
badge production line. Very pleased to
have visit from local MP Steve McCabe
and local Councilor Karen McCarthy who
are both very supportive of our
restoration project. In addition, the Trust
had donations, book sales and new
members. Even the weather was kind
with non-arrival of forecast rain.

Above: Badge Production line
Below: Tony with local
residents visiting our stand

Recent Volunteer Activity
One week - Water Recovery Group of IWA
We have been working before and
after the old park entry bridge. First
week in August we were fortunate in
having a visit of a team from the
Waterways Recovery Group (WRG) of

Above: Removing one
of three tree stumps

Below: WRG Volunteers
repairing the canal wall

the Inland Waterways Associaton.
This is the second year of the team
again with team leader Ian Gaston.
This time they finished repairing the
wall east of the bridge and removed
two very large tree stumps on the
west side.

Two weeks - Lapal Canal Trust
Peter Fisher and his volunteers
helped by a skilled brick layer rebuilt
the wall. We plan further clearing
work along the first 50 metres in

Above & Above Right: Lapal Canal
Trust Volunteers re-instating
the brick wall

accordance with our archaeological
investigation programme as
requested by the city planning
Heritage engineer.
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Saturday Lapal Volunteers
Peter with his volunteers on a Saturday work party on the 9th of September

Route to California

We have received two quotations for the feasibility study of the route from Selly
Oak to California, also a quotation for the archaeological report and ground survey.
The study will determine the issues in more detail than the 2007 Atkins report and
will be used to help raise the funds required. We have been delaying progressing
this while focusing our resources to maximise the possibility of the link through the
Battery site. Presentation was made to the Bartley Green and District History society
and the Friends of Woodgate valley park.

Grant Applications

We have just received a cheque for £5000 from the G J W Turner Trust as a
contribution to the Feasibility Study. In April, the Lapal Canal Trust wrote to 4 local
charities asking for help with a feasibility study of the route from Selly Oak to
California. In June, we got a “regret to inform” you letter from the Lord Austin Trust
as we did not fit their profile. We hope that when we can demonstrate that we have
used the money well we might be able to request further help.
The G J W Turner Trust was founded by John Turner, a Birmingham industrialist, in
1969 with an initial Trust Fund of 50,000 ordinary shares of Five Shillings each in
Wellington Tube Holdings Limited. The Trust received a considerable boost to its
funds in more recent years on the death of Doris Turner (John Turner’s widow) as
she left a large part of her estate to the G J W Turner Charitable Trust.
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Battery Site
The development partnership of
Sainsbury and Land Securities (Harvest)
have appointed Interserve as the main
contractor. Land Securities have a
budget of £2.4m to spend on Canal
Enabling works, this is mainly the bridge
over the Worcester Birmingham canal, a
concrete section under the delivery yard,
and sheet metal piling of the route and
the winding hole. There is an additional
£500K for a Canal Procurement Entity to
complete the canal, this is to remove the
soil, adding puddle clay to make the
canal waterproof and build a bridge to
replace the tow path. The trust has been
focused on making sure that the £2.9m
is enough to complete all the work and
for the work to be done in one phase
which is cheaper and less disruptive. For
this to happen Cadent (formerly National
Grid Gas) have to agree to lower the gas
main under the tow path, this is costly
and has not yet been agreed, ideally the
work needs to be scheduled for Summer
2018. This is the main impediment.
When the 106 agreement was
established there was a requirement to
appoint a Canal Procurement Entity,
maybe some expectation that the Canal
and River Trust might take on the role,
but they have made it clear that they are
unable to take on any responsibility for
the canal, but their officers and staff are
very helpful to us as they would all like
to see the canal restored.
Lapal Canal Trust has volunteered to be
the Canal Procurement Entity, we have
to arrange for the gas main to be
lowered, to be capable of providing
future maintenance and to have enough

money to complete the canal. Our
Lawyer Gowlings have drawn up an
agreement for Lapal Canal Trust to be
appointed, but Land Securities want to
delay this until all the conditions in the
106 agreement have been satisfied.

Planning application to make the canal
wider and to have Residential moorings
In order to provide revenue for
maintenance we have proposed making
the canal slightly wider to accommodate
6 residential moorings at this very
convenient location next to the Hospital
and the University. We applied for
planning permission in April.
(2017/02943/PA) There has been no
objection to the idea of residential
moorings, but a requirement to vary the
Plan 5 in the 106 agreement and to have
formal permission from Hammerson, the
Landlord for the adjacent Homebase
store. We need an agreement that in an
emergency the fire department can
access the boats from the Homebase car
park. This is under discussion. As part of
our planning application we were asked
to produce a landscape plan. Big thanks
to Mary Green of the Worcester
Birmingham and Droitwich Canal Trust
for a plan introducing native wild plants
to encourage insects and birds. The plan
has been well received, Mary is an
expert on native plants. You can find her
plan on our web site in the press release
section. We plan to put all our planning
applications on the web site.
We continue discussion with Land
Securities to ensure we get the
maximum benefit for the £2.4m.
Lapal Link



Above: Route of the Lapal canal with residential moorings

Application to Canal & River Trust for water access and swing bridge
We have applied to Canal and River Trust for permission to access the
Worcester and Birmingham Canal, construct the winding hole and replace
the tow path with a swing bridge. The applicaton is currently in progress and
is likely to cost £6000. We have requested some reduction as our scheme is
relatively small.

Planning application for Swing Bridge 2017/07900/PA
While we had a preference for a fixed bridge incorporating a disabled access
ramp we were running out of time so we have applied for planning
permission for a more conventional swing bridge (also allowing disabled
access). Bridge specialist John Sreeves kindly agreed to design it for us.

Location of Swing Bridge
and Winding Hole
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Plan for planning application
by John Sreeves

Annual ‘Walk The Line’
We had another successful annual walk along the canal route, thanks to the stage
leaders led by Peter, Tony and Roy. Roy took us on a slightly different route following
more closely the route proposed by Atkins and passing old stables were the towing
horses were kept near an old Inn.
Particular thanks to Helen for
providing tea and cakes at journeys
end. Thanks to all the walkers who
participated, including a record 4
dogs. Walkers, including some new
members made a spontaneous
collection of £67.50 which Helen
kindly donated to the Trust. So an
excellent day with nice walking
weather-sunshine and one shower.
Walkers getting ready to start after Peter’s briefing
Terry one of our walkers carried
with him a GPS tracker and we were presented with a detailed map of the route. We
had quite a few people sorry to have missed the walk, so the date for your diary is
15th of September 2018.
Map of
the route
using GPS
tracker.
6.3 miles
were
covered
Route of our walk

Latest News

Leasowes End by Roy Burgess
Save Halesowen’s Countryside
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Black Country Core Strategy Consultation, 2017
This document proposes the building of some 22,000 houses in the Green Belt,
which could affect the line of the Lapal Canal to the south of Manor Way (A456) The
countryside to the south of Manor Way is very attractive and housing there would
have a detrimental effect. The view (see photo on previous page) is the vista that
would appear when leaving the west portal of the proposed “over the top” tunnel.
The Halesowen Abbey Trust and the Lapal Canal Trust have submitted objections to
any Green Belt developments at Lapal.
Please write to Black Country Core Strategy, Planning Services, Dudley MBC, The
Council House, Priory Road, Dudley, DY1 1HF

Save Halesowen’s Countryside
• 22,000 houses & large industrial estates are proposed to be built in the
Green Belt surrounding the Black Country
• This would have a devastating & disastrous effect on the historic and
beautiful Halesowen countryside
• In future years further development would spread right up to slopes of the
Clent Hills
• Local people have an opportunity to comment on these proposals which
are being sought in a planning document, titled, ‘Black Country Core
Strategy - Consultation’
• We should not allow this Green Belt development to take place and if you
agree that all future development must be contained within the urban area
and no Green Belt should released, then please join our ‘Save
Halesowen’s Countryside’ Facebook page from the following link to find
how you can help and object:
www.facebook.com/groups/794907084024824

Published by Halesowen Abbey Trust, Leasowes Walled Garden, Leasowes Lane, B62 8QF

We may lose this and similar views if current plans for new housing and industry
are approved

Proposed New Visitors Centre, Leasowes Park
A consortium of local groups (HAT, LCT, CCT, FOL, FOCN) has been formed to
promote the building of a permanent structure for visitors and wardens of the park.
This project will include improved car parking, a re-vamped children’s play area and
restoration of the canalon the high embankment in the park.
This is in its very early stages and correspondence with Dudley Council has
commenced. It is understood that the Council support the proposals but this has yet
to be confirmed.
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Membership Application Form
(Regd Charity no: 1013845)

I / We wish to become members of the LAPAL CANAL TRUST
Name:...................................................................................................
Address:................................................................................................
...............................................................Postcode................................
Phone No:...............................EmailAddress:......................................

GIFT AID:

As a registered charity the Trust is able to claim
gift aid from basic rate taxpayers
Please indicate if you are willing for us to do this:
YES / NO I AM / I AM NOT A BASIC RATE TAXPAYER

Membership Categories & Rates
(Please State Amount in the Appropriate Box)
TYPE
ANNUAL 10 YEAR
Adult
Family or Couple (inc. Children)
Pensioner/Junior/F. T. Student
Corporate

£12.00
£20
£6
£30

STATE

£108
£180
£54
£250

Signature:.........................................................................
I / We enclose full payment of £........................................
Please make cheques payable to: Lapal Canal Trust
and return this completed form and remittance to:
Dr Tony Whateley, LCT Membership Secretary,
285 Harborne Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 3JB
email: membership@lapal.org ¦ Telephone 07751 100810
Payment can also be made via PayPal from our website
www.lapalcanalproject.co.uk.

Please also send an email to: membership@lapal.org if you join or rejoin via PayPal.
Lapal Link
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Direct Debit: Please send me a direct debit/standing order mandate form: YES
I understand that the Lapal Canal Trust holds membership details in accordance
with the Data Protection Act 1998 and does not share this information with any
other organisation.
The Lapal Canal Trust is a registered charity (no 1013845) and a non-profit distributing
company limited by guarantee, registered in England (no 2721675) Registered
office: Island House, Moor Road, Chesham, HP5 1WA.
Founded in 1990 for the conservation and restoration of the Dudley No. 2 Canal
from Hawne Basin, Halesowen to Selly Oak

My Main Interests are:
Please tick relevant box/boxes
The Entire Lapal Canal
Western End (Halesowen)
Eastern Section (Selly Oak)
Angling
Boating
Conservation
Environment
History / Heritage History

If you can help with IT matters, Newsletters ,
then please contact membership@lapal.org

Website: www.lapal.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lapalcanaltrust
Twitter: @LapalCanalTrust

