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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Proposed Works
The proposed works involve the restoration of a section of disused canal. It is not known exactly
when the main works may start and how long it will take to complete. Funding has not been secured
for the project as yet.
Method of Study
The brief was to ascertain the presence/absence of water voles on the section of canal, assess the
potential impacts of the proposed restoration works on water vole, and make recommendations for
general mitigation, compensation and enhancement, as appropriate.
Results
No evidence of water vole was observed on the section of canal surveyed. Although the canal was
considered to offer potentially suitable habitat for water vole, according to the client at the time of
the survey the two areas of standing open water dry up completely by the summer, thereby
providing no potential habitat.
Evaluation and Potential Impacts
As no evidence of water vole was found along the section of canal surveyed and according to the
client the water dries up, it is considered unlikely water voles are present on the canal. Therefore,
adverse impacts to water vole from the proposed restoration works are considered unlikely.
Recommendations
o No mitigation, compensation or further surveys for water vole are recommended for the section
of canal.
o Once the canal has been fully restored (including further to the north west), it may be possible to
introduce water vole to the canal. This would need to be carried out by a specialist company and
the habitat would need to be fully suitable for water vole.
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1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1

General

Water Vole Survey

1.1.1 This report has been prepared by Udall-Martin Associates Ltd. for Lapal Canal Trust.
It provides the details of a water vole (Arvicola amphibius) survey of a section of
disused canal, where restoration works are proposed.
1.1.2 The site is located off Gibbons Road in Selly Oak, Birmingham (centered on National
Grid Reference SP 038829). The site location is shown in Figure 1, Appendix 1.
1.1.3 The proposed works comprise restoration of the section of disused canal. It is not
known exactly when the main works may start and how long it will take to complete.
Funding has not been secured for the project as yet.
1.1.4 According to the desk study data from EcoRecord provided by the client, there is a
previous record for water vole from 1997 from the Worcester and Birmingham
Canal, approximately 300m to the east of the Selly Oak Canal.
1.1.5 The brief was to carry out a water vole survey to determine their presence/absence
in the section of canal to be affected by the proposed restoration works, to assess
the potential impacts of the proposed restoration work on the species and make
recommendations for general mitigation, compensation, enhancement and further
surveys, as appropriate.
1.1.6 To meet the requirements of the brief, a water vole survey was carried out by
suitably qualified/experienced ecologists.

1.2

Legislation and Conservation Status

1.2.1 The water vole is protected under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act
1981 (as amended), in respect of Section 9(4) (as amended) and by the Countryside
& Rights of Way Act 2000.
1.2.2 This makes it illegal to intentionally or recklessly damage, destroy or obstruct access
to any structure or place which water voles use for shelter or protection, disturb
water voles while they are using such a place and to kill, injure or take a water vole
from the wild.
1.2.3 The water vole is of conservation concern at a national level. It is listed as a Species
of Principal Importance on the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act
2006 and is a Priority Species on the national Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) (UK BAP
2007).
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2.

SITE DESCRIPTION

2.1

The section of Selly Oak Canal surveyed occurs alongside the northern boundary of
Selly Oak Park. It is approximately 500m long and 20m wide (including both banks).
The canal is disused and contains two areas of standing open water. For the
purposes of this report they are referred to as Pond 1 and Pond 2. The two ponds
link together under a 200 year old bridge, where a short section of culvert lies
directly to the north of the bridge. It was dry beneath the bridge at the time of the
survey.

2.2

Pond 1 lies directly to the south of the bridge and measures approximately 30m x 5m
(at the time of the survey) (see photographs 1 and 2, Appendix 2). It is shaded by
bankside trees and shrubs. The water is shallow on a layer of leaf litter. There is a
band of reed sweet-grass on the south western edge and common duckweed is
present across the water. There is a low brick wall (former tow path edge) on the
north eastern bank. There is an dry area containing reed sweet-grass to the south
east of the pond (see photograph 3, Appendix 2).

2.3

Pond 2 lies directly to the north of the 200 year old bridge and extends to the north
west and measures approximately 200m x 0.5-4m (at the time of the survey) (see
photographs 4 to 8, Appendix 2). Pond 2 is approximately 4m wide closer to the
bridge and gradually narrows to a channel approximately 0.5m wide on the north
western end. The water is shallow on a layer of leaf litter. It is mostly shaded by
bankside trees and shrubs. There are bands of reed sweet-grass on the pond edges
and along the narrow channel. There is some limited common bulrush, soft rush and
hard rush. There are patches of common duckweed. There are several discarded
pieces of polystyrene and brick rubble. A drain occurs on the western end of the
pond (see photograph 9, Appendix 2).

2.4

The site is situated within an urban location, with residential land to the north, north
east and north west, Selly Oak Park to the south west and roads to the south east.
Further to the west beyond the north western end of the canal, the wildlife corridor
extends with banks of trees, scrub and tall ruderal vegetation either side of a
footpath. It is proposed that this area will also be restored back to a canal at some
point in the future.

3.

SURVEY METHODOLOGY

3.1

Survey Area

3.1.1 The survey area comprised both banks of Ponds 1 and 2 (i.e. areas of standing open
water) in the section of canal to be affected (see Figure 2, Appendix 1).
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3.2

Water Vole Survey

Survey Methodology

3.2.1 The banks were searched for evidence of water voles following the standard
methodology (Strachan and Moorhouse 2006). This recorded the following signs:
burrows, latrines, footprints, runs in the vegetation, grazed ‘lawns’, feeding remains
and actual sightings. A habitat assessment was also carried out.
3.2.2 The survey was carried out from within the water and on the banksides.
3.2.3 Surveying in May is ideal as it is during the water vole breeding season, which runs
from March – October. Whilst water voles are breeding they are highly active and
mark their territory with conspicuous piles of droppings, called latrines. Outside the
breeding season, the level of activity falls and the number of signs decreases, making
it more difficult to confirm absence, as a lack of field signs could reflect a decrease in
activity rather than a genuine absence.

3.3

Survey Details

3.3.1 Ecologists Susie Udall MSc MCIEEM CEnv and Dwayne Martin and assistant ecologist
Mitchell Jackson carried out the above survey on the 12th May 2015.

3.4

Survey Limitations

3.4.1 There were no survey limitations.

4.

SURVEY RESULTS

4.1

Water Vole Evidence

4.1.1 No evidence of water voles, such as burrows, latrines and droppings were found on
the section of canal surveyed.
4.1.2 The discarded polystyrene and brick rubble in Pond 2 provided ideal potential latrine
sites and dropping traps; however, these were searched and no such evidence was
found.

4.2

Habitat Assessment

4.2.1 The earth banks of both Ponds 1 and 2 provided some potential burrowing
opportunities, although the banks were reasonably shallow in places. The banks
were mainly shaded by bankside trees and shrubs, limiting herbaceous cover to
common nettle in places. However, there were bands of reed sweet-grass, which
provided potential foraging and cover.
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4.2.2 According to the client at the time of the survey, the ponds dry up completely by the
summer. Therefore, this would make the habitat unsuitable for water voles.

5.

EVALUATION, POTENTIAL IMPACTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1

As no evidence of water voles was found on the section of canal surveyed and
according to the client the water dries up completely by summer, it is considered that
water voles are not currently present in the canal. Therefore, adverse impacts to
water vole from the proposed restoration works are considered unlikely.

5.2

No mitigation, compensation or further surveys for water vole are recommended for
this section of canal.

5.3

Once the canal has been fully restored (including sections further to the north west),
it may be possible to introduce water vole to the canal. If considered feasible, this
should be carried out by a specialist ecological company with experience with
introductions of animals. It should firstly be ensured that habitat along the canal is
fully suitable for water vole, i.e. there are steep earth banks suitable for burrowing
and there is herbaceous cover on the banksides and strips of marginal vegetation on
the water’s edge to provide ample foraging and cover.

REFERENCES
Strachan, R and Moorhouse, T. 2006 Water Vole Conservation Handbook. Wildlife Conservation
Research Unit, Oxford.
UK BAP website www.ukbap.org.uk.
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Appendix 1: Figures

Figure 1: Site Location
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Figure 2: Survey Area

Map supplied by the client
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Appendix 2: Photographs

1. Pond 1 facing south east from the bridge

2. Pond 1 south western bankside

3. Dry area containing reed sweet-grass directly to the south east of Pond 1
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4. Pond 2 facing north west from the bridge

5. Pond 2 facing south east

6. Pond 2 facing north west
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7. Pond 2 narrowing into a channel to the north west

8. Pond 2 narrowing to a channel to the north west

9. Drain at the western end of Pond 2
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